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W Garden Weather Station
Tb create weather instruments and monitor weather conditions.
Initial activity, 45 minutes.
2-liter bottle, ruler, permanent marker, broomstick, duct tape, plastic sheeting,
thumbtack, outdoor thermometer.

Objective:
Time:
Materials:

Explain to the group that weather is vital to a garden's success. Your gardeners can create a
weather station to monitor weather conditions in your area. Thev can choose to add one or all of
the following items to the station.

Rairi gaqe
The group can make a rain gauge for your garden by rerycling a 2-liter
bottle. Cut off the spout and invert it into the bottle opening. The
JMG'ers can use a ruler and a permanent marker to place notches
marking the inches along the length of the bottle. The gauge needs to
be in an area that is not protected from rainfall, but that does not
catch run-off from a nearby roof. Attach the gauge to a stake or
weight it with a rock to prevent it from blowing over on windy days.

Wi,i'd Direcfirii
Have the JMG'ers pound a stake or broomstick into the ground so that the top is 4 or more feet
from the surface. Then they should cut a strip of white or light-colored plastic from a trash bag or
plastic sheeting. Have them use a permanent marker to draw large arrows on both sides pointing to
one end of the plastic strip. Use duct tape to reinforce the end that the arrows are pointing to, and
tack the strip to the stake so that the arrow points toward the stake. Have the children observe that
when the wind blows, the arrows point to the direction the wind is coming from.

Tnevww4er
To monitor the temperature in your area, you will need an outdoor thermometer. Place it out of
direct sunlight.

fui fhe cfassrgpra
Have the class record and chart the temperature and rainfall
every day. After a few weeks, help them draw conclusions on
the relationship between days of rainfall and changes in
temperature. (Another way your class could measure the
temperature is to listen. Crickets are nature's music makers.
They chirp not only to make noise, but also to attract a mate.
The rate at which they chirp varies with the temperature. The
children can sharpen their math skills while determining the
temperatue in Fahrenheit. Have them count the number of
cricket chirps they hear in 1 minute, subtract 40 from that
number, divide the difference by 4, and then add 50. That
number is the temperature in Fahrenheit.)


